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MEMBERSHIPEDITOR’S NOTE
Any member of a national society of nephrology is
I am pleased to announce the appointment of Dr. eligible for proposal to membership in the International
Ariela Benigni to the position of Associate Editor Society of Nephrology and receipt of the Society’s official
of Kidney International. She will assume the respon- Journal, Kidney International. A subscription to Kidney
International (including all Supplements) for calendarsibilities that were relinquished by Dr. Jan Weening
year 2003 is included in the annual year 2003 dues ofat the end of December. Dr. Benigni’s appointment
US $150.00. Potential members can secure applicationbecomes official February 1, 2003.
forms for membership by writing directly to Dr. WilliamDr. Benigni is currently the Head of the Depart-
E. Mitch, Treasurer, International Society of Nephrology,ment of Molecular Medicine at the Istituto di Ricer-
Emory University, Renal Division, WMB Room 338,
che Farmacologiche Mario Negri, Bergamo, Italy. 1639 Pierce Drive, Atlanta, GA 30322, USA. (Checks
Her major clinical and research interests include: must be made payable to the International Society of
• Pathophysiology and pharmacology of platelet Nephrology. Checks from outside the USA must be paid
and vascular prostaglandins in experimental through any United States bank.)
and human models of renal disease;
• Modulation of arachidonic acid metabolite pro-
duction with non-steroidal anti-inflammatory MEETINGS
drugs (NSAIDs); The II* Genoa Meeting on Hypertension, Diabetes, and
• Identification of the major thromboxane A2 and Renal Diseases, organized by Giacomo Deferrari, will
prostacyclin metabolites in urine from different be held February 28–March 1, 2003, in Genoa, Italy. For
species; further information, contact: Roberto Pontremoli, M.D.,
• Pathogenesis of uremic bleeding; Department of Internal Medicine, Section of Nephrol-
• Pathogenesis of pre-eclampsia and hyperten- ogy, University of Genoa, Italy. Fax: 39-010-353-8959;
sion in pregnancy; E-mail: rpontrem@medicina.unige.it; Web site: http://www.
• Studies of von Willebrand factor multimeric aristea.com/diredi03
pattern in the pathogenesis of thrombotic micro- The Eighth International Conference on Continuous
angiopathy of the hemolytic-uremic syndrome; Renal Replacement Therapies will be held March 6–8,
• Role of proteinuria in kidney disease; 2003, at the Hotel del Coronado in Coronado (San Diego),
• Role of podocyte proteins in the pathogenesis California. For further information, contact: Shirley Kol-
of proteinuria in acquired nephrosis; key, Complete Conference Management, 1660 Hotel Cir-
• Cellular and humoral mediators of glomerular cle North, #220, San Diego, CA 92108. Telephone: (619)
and interstitial damage; 299-6673; Fax: (619) 299-6675; E-mail: c-c-m@worldnet.
• In vitro and in vivo gene delivery to the kidney; att.net; CRRT Web site: http://www.crrtonline.com
and The Neckers Seminars in Nephrology will be held May
• Induction of kidney transplant tolerance by 12–14, 2003, in Paris, at the Maison de la Chimie, 28 rue
Saint-Dominique, 75341 Paris Ce´dex 07. Telephone 01-40-gene therapy.
62-27-00. The program is available at http://www.necker.fr.Dr. Benigni’s expertise with medical journals, in-
For further information, contact: Philippe Lesavre, Ser-cluding her position as former Associate Editor of
vice de Ne´phrologie, Hoˆpital Necker, 161 rue de Se`vrew,the Journal of Nephrology and ad hoc reviewer for
75 743 Paris Ce´dex 15, France. Telephone: (33) 01-44-49-at least 15 journals related to kidney disease, spans
49-78; Fax: (33) 01-44-49-54-50; E-mail: lesavre@necker.frthe previous 14 years. She also boasts an impressive
The Eighth International Course on Peritoneal Dialysislist of original publications that have appeared in
will be held May 17–20, 2003, at the Congress Center ofhighly respected peer-reviewed journals.
Ente Fiera, Via dell’Oreficeria, 36100 Vicenza, Italy. TheIt is, therefore, with great pleasure that I announce
deadline for registration is April 30, 2003. For additionalDr. Benigni’s appointment as Associate Editor of
information, contact: Dr. Anna Saccardo, Studio Sac-Kidney International. I hope you join with me in
cardo, Secretariat of the Eighth International Course onwelcoming the newest member of our Board.
Peritoneal Dialysis, Via Bertesina, 394 36100 Vicenza,
788
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Italy. E-mail: info@vicenzanephrocourses.com; Web site: In addition, the ABIM Recertification Program, which
http://www.vicenzanephrocourses.com has been renamed the Program for Continuous Profes-
The Third International Congress on Uremia Research sional Development (CPD), consists of an at-home,
will be held October 2–4, 2003, in Taormina, Sicily. The open-book self-evaluation process (SEP) and an exami-
deadline for submission of abstracts is May 2, 2003. For nation that will be administered twice each year, May
further information, contact: Professor Guido Bellin- 6, 2003 and November 5, 2003. The registration periods
ghieri, Viale Regina Margherita 69, 98100 Messina, Sicily, are December 1, 2002 to March 1, 2003 for the May
Italy. Fax: 39-090-36-36-36. examination and June 1, 2003 to September 1, 2003 for
the November examination. To register for the examina-
tion, diplomates must be enrolled in the CPD programAMERICAN BOARD OF INTERNAL MEDICINE
and be in at least year 6 of their certification cycle. ForThe American Board of Internal Medicine (ABIM)
more information and application forms, contact: Regis-has announced the dates of the Board’s 2003 examina-
tration Section, American Board of Internal Medicine,tions. The registration period for the 2003 Certification
510 Walnut Street, Suite 170, Philadelphia, PA 19106-Examination in Nephrology is January 1, 2003 to April 1,
3699. Telephone: 1-800-441-2246 or 1-215-466-3500; Fax:2003. The late registration period extends from April 2,
1-215-446-3590; E-mail: request@abim.org. Physicians can2003 to June 1, 2003. The date of the examination is
also register for all ABIM certification and recertificationNovember 5, 2003. It is important to note that the Board
examinations via the Board’s Web site at www.abim.orgnow offers all of its subspecialty certification examina-
tions annually. (click on “online services”).
The World Congress of Nephrology 2003
The World Congress of Nephrology 2003 will be held sity of Munich, will be held at Kloster Seeon, Bavaria,
June 8–12, 2003, at the International Congress Centre Germany, June 12–15, 2003. Local organization, Prof.
in Berlin, Germany. This meeting is jointly organized by D. Schlo¨ndorff, University of Munich. For further infor-
the International Society of Nephrology, the European mation, contact sdorff@pk-i.med.uni-muennchen.de or
Renal Association/European Dialysis and Transplant As- the Web site: http://www.glomerulonephritis-sat-wcn.org
sociation, the European Society of Pediatric Nephrology, Acute Renal Failure, organized by Norbert Lameire,
the European Kidney Research Forum, the Gesellschaft
will be held in Ghent, Belgium, June 13–15, 2003. Forfu¨r Nephrologie, and the Deutsche Arbeitsgemeinschaft
further information, contact, Ingrid.verslycken@rug.fu¨r Klinische Nephrologie to offer participants a meeting
ac.be or the Web site: http://www.isnarf2003.beof outstanding scientific scope and quality.
Advances in Renal Osteodystrophy, organized by W.The Scientific Program is designed as a multidiscipli-
Schulz and H.H. Malluche, will be held in Bamberg,nary forum for basic and clinical scientists and will feature
state-of-the-art lectures and contributions from specialists Germany, June 13–15, 2003. For further information,
in physiology, molecular biology, genetics, pediatric and contact walter.schulz@klinikum.bamberg.de or the Web
adult nephrology, renal replacement therapy, including site: http://www/bamberg/de/3_medizin/index.phtml
hemodialysis, continuous ambulatory peritoneal dialysis, 7th Banff Conference on Allograft Pathology, orga-
renal transplantation, hypertension, and cardiovascular nized by Kim Solez, will be held in Aberdeen, Scotland,
complications in renal disease. The main program will Great Britain, June 14–18, 2003. For further information,
consist of state-of-the-art lectures with invited lectures
contact Kim.Solez@ualberta.ca or the Web site: http://and specific lectures of the participating societies, sympo-
cnserver0.nkf.med.ualberta.ca/Banff/2003/sia, free communications and poster sessions. The Contin-
End Organ Protection in Arterial Hypertension: Be-uing Medical Education sessions will be held in English,
yond Blood Pressure Control, organized by R. SchmiederSpanish, Polish, and German.
and J. Mann, will be held in ICC Berlin, German, June 13,Before the meeting, a training course will be offered
for young nephrologists from Eastern Europe and will 2003. For further information, contact roland.schmieder@
be complemented by satellite meetings devoted to various rzmail.uni-erlangen.de or the Web site: http://www.uni-
aspects of basic and clinical nephrology at several attrac- erlangen.de/dics/FAU/fakultaet/med/kli/kiu/mkIV/KFG1.
tive European locations. htm
Immune Interventions in Nephrology—Future Trends,
SATELLITE MEETINGS organized by F.P. Schena, will be held in Bari, Italy, June 16,
2003. For further information, contact fp.schena@nephro.Glomerulonephritis and Progression to Renal Insuf-
ficiency, organized by Prof. Dr. D. Schlo¨ndorff, Univer- uniba.it or the Web site: http://www.health-tech-net.org
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Center, P.O. Box 91, Bab-El-Louk, 11513 Cairo, Egypt.Kidney Transplantation in the Elderly, organized by U.
Copies may also be submitted by fax (20 2 579 0267) orFrei, P. Reinke, R. Schindler, S. Tulius, and K.-U. Eckardt,
by e-mail (isn@rusys.eg.net). Acknowledgment of receiptwill be held in Weimar, Germany, June 12–14, 2003. For
shall be sent to each applicant. If the acknowledgmentfurther information, contact Ulrich.frei@charite.de or the
is not received within one week, please contact the Secre-Web site: http://www/cjarote/de/rv/nephro
tary-General’s office.Stem Cells in Renal and Cardiovascular Disease, orga-
nized by D. Flieser and H. Haller, will be held in Groß-
TROPICAL NEPHROLOGY SESSIONDo¨lin (near Berlin), June 13, 2003. For further informa-
A poster session will be assigned to the subject oftion, contact haller.Hermann@mh-hannover.de
Tropical Nephrology. Presenting authors of the four bestMolecular Mechanisms in Renal Disease—Ion Channels
abstracts will automatically receive travel grants ac-and Cell Contact, organized by F.C. Luft and H. Haller,
cording to the general terms of the World Congress ofwill be held in Groß-Do¨lin (near Berlin), June 14, 2003.
Nephrology and will be invited to present their workFor further information, contact fluft@klinikumbuch.de
as short, oral, free communications. Abstracts must be
submitted in accordance with normal Congress proce-FELLOWS SPECIAL SESSION
dure. Winners will be informed about their grants and
ISN past and present fellows are entitled to present details of the oral presentation two weeks after the an-
their accepted posters twice: (1) in the “general” dis- nouncement of abstract acceptance.
play areas according to category; and (2) in a “special” • • •
poster session to which their home and host mentors, as The Congress will be accompanied by a large industry
well as senior members of the Society, will be invited and exhibition, in addition to a cultural program, including a
refreshments will be served. The four best posters will symphony concert and an evening museum tour. Travel
be invited to present their work as short oral communica- grants from the ERA-EDTA and the ISN will be avail-
tions. They will also be awarded medals of distinction and able on application. For further information on the Con-
cash prizes. Abstracts must be submitted in accordance gress, contact: WCN 2003 Congress Office, Via Spolverini
with normal Congress procedure. In addition, a copy of 2, 43100 Parma, Italy. Telephone:39 0521 989078; Fax:
each abstract must be submitted to the ISN Secretary- 39 0521 959242; E-mail: congress@euromeetings.it; Web
site: www.nephrology-2003.orgGeneral, Professor Rashad Barsoum, The Cairo Kidney
BOOKS RECEIVED nium.” Topics discussed by the 25 internationally known
contributors include methods to achieve maximal reno-Kidney Failure Explained, 2nd edition, authored by
protection in non-diabetic chronic renal disease, anemiaAndy Stein, M.D., and Janet Wild, R.G.N. London: Class
of chronic kidney disease in its management with recom-Publishing, 2002. ISBN: 1-85-959070-5. The subtitle of
binant human erythropoietin and darbepoetin alfa, thethis 154-page soft-cover text states that this second edi-
causes and effects of cardiovascular disease in patientstion includes “everything you always wanted to know
with chronic kidney disease, metabolic pathogenesis ofabout dialysis and kidney transplants but were afraid to
cardiorenal disease, oxidative stress and inflammation inask.” The topics within the 18 chapters range from a
hemodialysis patients, a 14-year follow-up study of thedefinition of kidney failure to predictions of the future
prognostic value of enrollment parathyroid hormone infor kidney patients. The language within the text is
hemodialysis and peritoneal dialysis patients for survival,geared to those with kidney diseases and is easy to under-
prealbumin as an important indicator for survival andstand. The authors provide some practical advice on
nutritional status in hemodialysis and peritoneal dialysisemotional issues, drugs, treatment, diets, blood pressure,
patients, methods to obtain optimal antiproteinuric doseand the disease’s impact on family and friends. In addi-
of losartan in non-diabetic patients with nephrotic rangetion, the book contains a comprehensive glossary of
proteinuria, the causes and consequences of hypoalbumi-terms, a Bibliography, a listing of useful addresses and
nemia in the patient with remal disease, kidney diseaseWeb sites, and a comprehensive index. The price of this
and the mechanisms that cause loss of muscle mass, thetext is £14.99.
role of plasma homocysteine and plasminogen activatorImproving Prognosis for Kidney Disorders, edited
inhibitor-1 in the progression of diabetic nephropathy,by Morrell Michael Avram. Dordrecht/Boston/London:
the effects of EPO and aminoguanidine on deformabilityKluwer Academic Publishers, 2002. ISBN: 1-4020-0995-X.
in diabetic azotemic and uremic patients, characteriza-This 15-chapter text is based on presentations at the
tion of the PKD1 gene product (polycystin-1), nutritionAvram Conference Center, Long Island College Hospi-
and blood pressure, and methods to minimize bone dis-tal, where, according to the editor in his Dedication, the
conference “was poised to inaurgurate the third millen- ease in renal failure. Each chapter is well illustrated and
